
This will be our 160th anniversary - April 2, 2020 
 
We are a small congregation in Upstate NY what are the amazing thins we are doing 
 
The roof 
 
The fellowship hall no leaks 
 
Building Beloved Community Beyond the Binary 
 
The lift 
The parking lot 
 
Our reputation 
 
Welcoming 
Friendly 
Fun 
Functional 
 
Folks call me and say hey can you help us out you all seem to have it together. 
 
It is good to be back.  And what a wonderful day to be back.  How great it is to celebrate all the things this 
morning. 
 
YOu may not realize this but this program year marks this congregations 160th anniversary.  Our papers of 
incorporation were filed April 4, 1860 and were approved May 31, 1860.  Not being a lawyer I am not sure what 
day would count as the actual day of incorporation but I am sure of the year 1860 
 
And I think we have been defying expectations all these years. 
 
No one thought we would succeed - in fact our early history was marked by a lot of arguments and false starts. 
 
We remember two our past members Rev Betts and REv Reamon fondly and yet when Rev Betts came here 
the church was near failing.  The congregation had 60 members it was fragmented and deeply in debt.  Betts 
led the congregation in a turnaround. 
 
Rev. Reamon arrived in 1932 - in the midst of the Great Depression.  During the Christmas season  of 1933 
Rev. REamon had the congregation erect a christmas tree indoors onto which people put dollar bills.  This 
special collection netted 300.00 which paid the overdue coal bill. 
 
Rev. Reamon retired in 1970 after 38 years that saw a revitalization of the congregation and a move to this 
building. 
 
We continue to defy expectations 
 



We live in a time when going to church is not so popular.  On average Christian churches lost 8% of their 
membership between 2007 and 2014.  The UCC saw a decline of 25% in that time.  UUA has seen a 5% 
decline 
 
This congregation certainly had a larger membership 20 years or more ago but recently we have either not lost 
membership or even grown a little. 
 
Sometimes I think folks who live in Syracuse have a bit of a self image problem not always for sure there is a 
lot to be proud about Syracuse.  And we do make a lot of self deprecating jokes about the weather. 
Sometimes this church can be a little self deprecating.  Sometimes, not always, I get the sense that we 
sometimes feel like we don’t get things done 
 
And if you find yourself ever feeling this way about our small but mighty congregation I want you to consider 
the following 
 
We are doing amazing things.  I spent much of the time preparing for this short sermon looking at workers 
install our sidewalk and patio and parking lot that we blessed this morning.  We have a lfit, our building is fully 
accessible, we have a working sound system with working hearing assistive devices. 
 
For a fourth year in a row we will host a Building Beloved Community Beyond the Binary conference.  I hope 
you all know how phenomenal it is that we can host this  conference.  2 years ago I was speaking with a UCC 
minister from NYC who truth be told was a little smug in that way that folks from NYC can be.  His church 
Judson Memorial, is very well known for being very welcoming to queer folk.  He was astounded that we host 
this conference.   iHe really did say to me “Really this is happening in Syracuse - your little church is doing this. 
 
I was in Boston at the UUA headquarters and one of the National staff let me know that they had heard from 
one of our trans ministers that they thought our congregation was the most trans welcoming congregation in 
our denomination.  Let that sink in 
 
 
Other churches are just not doing something like this.  
 
I have started referring to our congregation as small but mighty. 
 
Let me remind you of all we have done in the past 5 years together 
 
Fixed the roof, 
 
Fixed the leaks in the building 
 
Installed a lift 
 
All bathrooms are all gender 
 
Installed a new sound system 
 
Started Building Beloved Community Beyond the Binary 
 



Deepened our relationship with ACTS 
 
WE are showing up in the community, westcott festival, pride day at the state fair 
 
We are developing a working relationship with the LGBTQ resource center at Ayracuse University 
 
People routinely come up to me and say things like your congregation is doing so much good work 
 
We have hosted 2 interns and are just starting hosting our third intern Sky  
 
This year my expectation for this congregation is that we will move from welcoming to welcoming and inviting 
we will reach out to the larger community and invite people to come join us.  I strongly believe that this world 
needs community and we have a great community to share with the world. 
 
 


