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“The Transgender Day of Remembrance  is observed annually on 
November 20 as a day to memorialize those who have been murdered as a 
result of transphobia[1] and to draw attention to the continued violence 
endured by the transgender community.[2] 

It was founded in 1999 by Gwendolyn Ann Smith, a transgender 
woman,[3] to memorialize the murder of transgender woman Rita 
Hester in Allston, Massachusetts.[4]…it has slowly evolved from the web-

based project started by Smith into an international day of action.” 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transgender_Day_of_Remembrance 
 
This Tuesday at 5 pm there will be a service of remembrance and 
resilience at May Memorial. 
 
In 2017, advocates tracked at least 29 deaths of transgender people in the 
United States due to fatal violence, the most ever recorded. These victims 
were killed by acquaintances, partners and strangers, some of whom have 
been arrested and charged, while others have yet to be identified. Some of 
these cases involve clear anti-transgender bias. In others, the victim’s 
transgender status may have put them at risk in other ways, such as 
forcing them into homelessness. … 2018 has seen 22 deaths so far. … 
https://www.hrc.org/resources/violence-against-the-transgender-
community-in-2018 
 
 
Transgender women of color reside at a unique intersection of identities, 
whether they possess privilege of any kind or not. Would you believe me if I 
told you the life expectancy for transgender women of color in the United 
States is 31? And all the discrimination – refusing to treat transgender 
patients, to rent or sell to them, or to employ them – and violence (state 
and personal) inflicted onto them drives this number so low? 
http://www.consumerhealthfdn.org/2018/02/05/hidden-inequity-life-
expectancy-transgender-women-color/ 
 
 
You heard me read the names of transgender folk who died in the past 
year, most who were killed because they were trans.  It takes my breath 
away to read those names.  Victims of hate crimes. And we know that 
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transgender people are not the only victims of hate crimes in this country.  
Hate crimes are up a significant amount - they were up 17% in 2017 
compared to 2016 as reported by the FBI.  
https://www.fbi.gov/news/stories/2017-hate-crime-statistics-released-
111318 
 
 
So, it is important to remember these folks.  It is an act of counter culture 
protest to name them and remember them.  Because we live in a culture 
that wants to erase them and really wants to erase anyone who is not 
privileged or at least does not fall in line with what is a very narrow 
definition of humanity.  We humans have a history of simply forgetting trans 
folks in our narrative.   
 
Transgender is a term and a concept that is very much of our time.  And to 
take that term and look for that in history is to lay our assumptions on 
another culture and another time.  So, if you look back in history and ask 
who identified as trans you won’t get an answer.  But if we look back in 
history or mythology and ask who was gender non-conforming that is a 
question that nets useful information. 
 
Even the New Testament recognizes that there are gender non-conforming 
among us,  
 
“In Matthew 19:12, Jesus is in a dialogue with the disciples on marriage, 
divorce, and adultery. He then describes three reasons men might be 
celibate: which back then was a way of being gender non-conforming. 
“For there are eunuchs who were born so from their mother’s womb: and 
there are eunuchs who were made so by men: and there are eunuchs who 
have made themselves eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven. He who is able 
to accept this, let him accept it.” (New American Standard Bible)”  
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/when-jesus-agreed-with-lady-gaga-
what-the-bible-says_us_59a813cce4b096fd8876c0d1 
 
From an article entitled “Transgender Historical Figures” 
https://www.ranker.com/list/transgender-people-in-history/devon-ashby 
 
 
“Albert Cashier was a transgender man who served in the Union Army 
during the Civil War. … Cashier claimed in later life that he began dressing 
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in male clothing as a child, in order to find work. During the war, Cashier 
fought in approximately 40 battles, and once singlehandedly overpowered 
a prison guard in order to escape back to his division after being captured.” 
 
“Lucy Hicks Anderson, born in 1886, married twice, and was repeatedly 
fined and jailed by the government for alleged fraud (for marrying and 
receiving benefits reserved for [opposite sex] spouses, even though she 
was allegedly "male"). 
In defiance of the charges, Anderson declared, "I defy any doctor in the 
world to prove that I am not a woman. I have lived, dressed, acted just what 
I am, a woman." This happened several years ahead of Stonewall, so 
many people consider Anderson one of the earliest pioneers for marriage 
equality.” Anderson died in 1954. 
 
“Harry Allen was a public figure of great renown in the early American 
West, popping up in pioneer newspapers with frequency throughout the 
Northwestern U.S. Openly declaring his identity as a man who was 
assigned female at birth, Allen was a bit of a roustabout, and was often 
being arrested for petty crimes such as fist fighting, public drunkenness, 
"throwing a spittoon at a saloon man," and occasional prostitution. 

The news media was rather unfairly vicious to Allen, reporting with 
salacious glee on his "shameful" lifestyle, which no doubt contributed to his 

eventual, tragic suicide at age 40.” 

Charley Parkhurst, “Born in 1812 and raised in an orphanage, …moved to 
California and became a stagecoach driver. Charley was assigned female 
at birth, but lived his life as a man, and was successful as a rancher, coach 
driver, and farmer. His gender assignment at birth was unknown to most of 
his friends and associates until after his death.” 
https://www.ranker.com/list/transgender-people-in-history/devon-ashby 
 
In my research for this sermon I intentionally picked folk who lived before 
the Stonewall riots.  There is a kind of before and after stonewall in LGBTQ 
history.  I wanted to lift up names of folks some of whom were not trying to 
be social justice warriors but were just trying to live their lives. 
 
These are folks who are not included in mainstream history much at all.  It 
is said that history is written by the victor and It is so easy for us to erase 
the memory of those who were not part of the victorious. 
 



 
So perhaps you, like I, have some kind of privilege – perhaps you are 
white, or educated, or male, or able bodied, to name a few.  Why would it 
be important for us who have privilege to remember trans folk who have 
been killed.  Because We have the privilege of not remembering right?  We 
who are privileged have the choice of not looking, of not seeing of not 
believing, of not remembering.  Wy would we take this extra effort. 
 
 
As UUs part of that answer is because we believe in the dignity of each 
person, we believe that we are all interconnected.  So, it is not simply about 
helping someone who needs help but it is also in our self-interest.  If we are 
all interconnected if I ignore the safety net that holds you up I also ignore 
the safety net that holds me up, that holds us up. 
 
But it is more than simply self interest ― Pearl S. Buck, My Several 
Worlds 
 
“The test of a civilization is in the way that it cares for its helpless members” 
 
I don’t like the word helpless there.  I would use vulnerable instead.  The 
transgender warriors I know are anything but helpless. They are proud, 
determined, loving, strong, fighters.   And they are vulnerable – to violence, 
transphobia, bigotry. 
 
And I don’t want to live in a society where what defines you or me is set in 
very narrow terms.  Human beings come in such a variety of expressions.  
When those expressions are limited my fear is that the limiting won’t stop 
but instead more and more of us will be forced into tiny little boxes of 
existence that do not suit us. 
 
Transgender folk who are living their lives and doing this justice work and 
the allies who are in this with them - they are the ones on the front lines.  
They are working and fighting to keep our country, our culture a place that 
welcomes and affirms.  That recognizes that diversity is important and 
healthy.  
 
Hope is hard to find these days, or at least it is if you read the news.  I don’t 
think hope sells and so in a profit driven news market it is not reported on 
too often.  And it is not just the way the news is reported.  If hate crimes are 
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up 17% that is significant, and that is what is more likely to be reported.  
Things like our congregation hosting the beyond the Binary conference is 
not so much reported on.   
 
Hope is not a feeling, optimism is.  It is hard to be optimistic at the moment 
and we can still be and should be hopeful.  Hope is an action, a reaction, a 
way of being.  Hope is showing up again and again.  Hope is showing up, 
and then when you need to take a break catch your breath, recalibrate, and 
then get back in it and show up again.  And we have people who are 
showing us the way. 
 
Danica Roem made history by becoming the first openly transgender 
person to be elected and seated in a state legislature, in the state of 
Virginia.  And while she was very open about her transgender identity she 
did not ask people to vote for her because she is transgender.  She looked 
at local issues and policies.   Roem's main promise to her constituents is to 
work on reducing traffic congestion on Route 28. 
 
The Rainbow Wave keeps rolling on as races across the country are 
called in favor of LGBTQ candidates. One of the latest winners is Brianna 
Titone, who made history as Colorado's first transgender state 
representative ever elected. 
 
These two elections are not on the federal level, and it is not enough more 
needs to happen.  And for those of us over 40 did you ever imagine that 
anyone who identifies as transgender would be elected to anything? 
 
Think of the people in the public eye who are open about being 
transgender, Laverne Cox, is a famous TV actress and also a justice 
warrior for trans rights. 
 
Lana and Lilly Wachowski, often referred to as the Wachowski sisters are 
film directors writers and producers.  They are less famous for being trans 
and more famous for the movies they put out like The Matrix movies, or V 
is for Vendetta, or the TV show Sense8 
 
Gavin Grimm is now a freshman in college but when he was in high school 
he was denied access to the boy’s bathroom because he is trans.  He sued 
and went through years of legal process but finally in the spring of 2018 the 
court affirmed that his school district in Virginia has violated his rights.  

https://www.thedailybeast.com/danica-roem-makes-history-in-virginia
https://www.thedailybeast.com/before-danica-roem-there-was-joanna-conte-americas-first-openly-transgender-public-official
https://www.thedailybeast.com/danica-roem-is-making-trans-political-history-in-virginia
https://www.thedailybeast.com/danica-roem-is-making-trans-political-history-in-virginia
https://coloradosun.com/2018/11/11/brianna-titone-colorado-transgender-representative/
https://coloradosun.com/2018/11/11/brianna-titone-colorado-transgender-representative/


Gavin is someone who showed up and showed up and showed us that 
there is hope in that, 
 
 
 
The work of these people both pushes back against the onslaught of hatred 
and fascism in our country and invites us and the world around us to 
something different.  Trans and non-binary folk are often referred to as 
being part of a marginalized group which on one hand is true.  Again, I 
don’t like the language because often marginal is also treated as  non-
valuable and yet that is so not true. 
 
We folks, who have privilege, need to hear the voices from the edge.  
Those voices hold up a different mirror a different view of the world.  When 
we see ourselves in that mirror we might see a truth we would not 
otherwise.  And that is transformative.  Rarely is society transformed from 
the center – it is transformed from the edges, from workers organizing and 
striking back, from African Americans saying no more and marching and 
fighting for the right to work, to vote, to buy the house of their choice, to go 
to a college of their choice, to travel freely, from women fighting for the right 
to vote, the right to work, the right to make their own decisions about their 
bodies, from Gay and Lesbian people fighting for the right to marry, the 
right to work without harassment, from trans and non-binary folk fighting for 
the right to pee in a bathroom that suits them, to wear clothes that suit 
them, to use the pronoun that suits them, to use a name that suits them. 
 
We are, I think, as a congregation a good ally for trans and non-binary folk.  
But it is possible to be a decent ally and not really be all that changed.  We 
also have the opportunity to be transformed by our relationship with and full 
inclusion of trans and non-binary folk.  We in this congregation, in our 
denomination, in our country have the opportunity to be transformed, to be 
transformers, to bend the arc of history more toward justice. 
 
That is hope. 
 
In a world without end may it be so. 
 


